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EDC-VC WELCOMES NEW CENTER DIRECTOR

CAMARILLO, Calif.—Economic Development Collaborative-Ventura County president/CEO Bruce Stenslie announces that international trade expert Ray Bowman is the new director for the Small Business Development Center for Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.


EDC-VC hosts SBDC, which is part of a nationwide SBDC program that partners with federal and private entities to provide small business owners access to management consulting, entrepreneurial education, and other valuable business resources. Launched in July, EDC-VC’s SBDC provides free consultations and low-cost training sessions in a wide range of key business areas to existing small businesses and to entrepreneurs looking to start a business.
As the center’s director, Bowman is responsible for managing all center operations and implementing new programs. He will work with small business owners to provide counseling and support with other management issues as well as networking and development support. Bowman will also work closely with EDC-VC in preparing reports and assisting with regional economic development efforts. 

“With more than 25 years’ experience in business and as the instructor for EDC-VC’s G.E.T. Trade Program, Ray has a deep understanding of business and our mission. He will work to maintain a healthy Ventura County economy through collaboration, education and training,” Stenslie said.   

Bowman has worked as a consultant and trainer for several SBDC offices, and launched three businesses. He developed international trade programs and the corresponding course curriculum, taught classes, been a featured speaker, and written several books.

He received his bachelor’s degree and Master of Science in Management degree from Thomas Edison State College.

EDC-VC is a private, nonprofit organization that serves as a business-to-government liaison to assist businesses in Ventura County by offering programs that enhance the economic vitality of the region. For more information about SBDC, loan programs, the Manufacturing Outreach Program, G.E.T. Trade program, or other services available to small businesses through EDC-VC, contact Bruce Stenslie at 805-384-1800 ext. 21 or bruce.stenslie@edc-vc.com.
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